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CITRUS 2008-09 CITRUS SUMMARY 
PRODUCTION, PRICE AND VALUE 
PRODUCTION BY COUNTY AND PER TREE 

PRODUCTION AND VALUE 
Production of Florida citrus in the 2008-09 season is 189.1 million boxes, down 7.2 percent from the previous season. All 

categories of oranges, grapefruit, and specialty fruit showed decreases in production except the early–midseason-Navel-Temple 
orange category. A significant contributing factor to the reduced production is lower average fruit per tree on all categories excluding 
the early-midseason-Navel-Temple oranges and Sunburst tangerines. 

 The all orange crop production at 162.4 million boxes is down 4.6 percent. Production is 1.3 percent higher for early-midseason-
Navel-Temple oranges, and 10.3 percent lower for Valencia oranges. Final Navel production was 3.0 million boxes in 2008-09, equal 
to the previous season’s production. All grapefruit production at 21.7 million boxes is 18.4 percent less than the 2007-08 season’s 
production. Decreases in production were recorded for tangerines and tangelos. Honey tangerines had the largest decrease in 
production at over 55 percent. 

 The $993.0 million preliminary value of the 2008-09 citrus crop is 22.7 percent less than the 2007-08 season’s revised crop 
value of $1.284 million. The price per box is lower for all fruit types except the late variety Honey tangerines and all tangerines. The 
total on-tree value is lower on all varieties. White grapefruit is down more than 50 percent from the previous season’s revised value 
and the tangelo value has dropped by more than 50 percent for the second consecutive season. 
 

FLORIDA CITRUS:  Production, utilization, season average on-tree 
price and value for the 2007-08 and 2008-09 seasons  

Fruit type Crop 
year Production 

Crop utilization On-tree
Fresh
use Processing Price 

per box 
Value of

Production 
 1,000 1-3/5 bushel boxes Dollars 1,000 dol. 

Early-mid-Navel- 
  Temple Oranges 

2007-08 83,500 3,885 79,615 5.90 492,634 
2008-09 84,600 4,342 80,258 4.72 399,364 

Valencia Oranges 2007-08 86,700 1,968 84,732 7.30 632,714 
2008-09 77,800 2,611 75,189 6.18 480,636 

All Oranges 2007-08 170,200 5,853 164,347 6.61 1,125,348 
2008-09 162,400 6,953 155,477 5.42 880,000 

White Grapefruit 2007-08 9,000 1,893 7,107 2.36 21,276 
2008-09 6,600 1,390 5,210 1.57 10,390 

Colored Grapefruit 2007-08 17,600 8,730 8,870 5.47 96,231 
2008-09 15,100 7,951 7,149 4.83 72,989 

All Grapefruit 2007-08 26,600 10,623 15,977 4.42 117,507 
2008-09 21,700 9,341 12,359 3.84 83,379 

Tangelos 2007-08 1,500 432 1,068 2.87 4,309 
2008-09 1,150 504 646 1.85 2,124 

Early Tangerines  
(Fallglo and Sunburst) 

2007-08 2,600 1,761 839 8.64 22,461 
2008-09 2,550 1,908 642 6.29 16,049 

Honey Tangerines 2007-08 2,900 1,521 1,379 5.02 14,550 
2008-09 1,300 929 371 8.79 11,426 

All Tangerines 2007-08 5,500 3,282 2,218 6.70 36,830 
2008-09 3,850 2,837 1,013 7.15 27,540 

All Citrus 2007-08 203,800 -- -- -- 1,283,994 
2008-09 189,100 -- -- -- 993,043 
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FLORIDA CITRUS: Production by counties and types, 2008-2009 

County All 
Citrus 

Oranges Grapefruit 
Early-mid- 

Navel-Temple 
Late 

(Valencia) All White Colored All 

 1,000 boxes 

Brevard 806 381 303 684 25 56 81

Charlotte 3,503 907 1,973 2,880 12 409 421

Collier 10,069 4,290 5,214 9,504 29 383 412

DeSoto 20,639 9,068 11,198 20,266 26 193 219

Glades 3,057 1,598 1,330 2,928 9 34 43

Hardee 15,366 10,463 4,341 14,804 68 197 265

Hendry 21,796 8,274 12,201 20,475 250 723 973

Hernando 294 270 6 276 - 6 6

Highlands 23,219 9,670 12,417 22,087 382 358 740

Hillsborough 4,110 2,964 899 3,863 18 33 51

Indian River 11,434 2,320 1,684 4,004 2,751 4,519 7,270

Lake 4,737 2,636 947 3,583 59 476 535

Lee 3,226 1,070 1,786 2,856 19 264 283

Manatee 7,293 4,301 2,724 7,025 64 124 188

Marion 381 266 60 326 3 14 17

Martin 5,309 1,653 3,419 5,072 70 116 186

Okeechobee 2,137 950 787 1,737 110 220 330

Orange 1,359 783 465 1,248 8 36 44

Osceola 3,581 2,113 940 3,053 257 191 448

Palm Beach 237 12 - 12 - 50 50

Pasco 2,945 2,249 577 2,826 9 37 46

Polk 30,253 16,007 11,145 27,152 705 1,057 1,762

St. Lucie 12,329 1,873 3,175 5,048 1,686 5,386 7,072

Sarasota 439 96 138 234 22 152 174

Seminole 156 100 21 121 - 13 13

Volusia 292 192 40 232 16 36 52

Other 2/ 133 94 10 104 2 17 19
Total 189,100 84,600 77,800 162,400 6,600 15,100 21,700

Indian River 24,707 4,300 5,400 9,700 4,500 10,100 14,600
Northern 10,157 6,524 2,108 8,632 79 601 680
Central 56,679 24,576 24,392 51,968 1,321 1,599 2,920
Western 47,859 26,900 19,300 46,200 200 700 900
Southern 49,698 19,300 26,600 45,900 500 2,100 2,600

Total 189,100 84,600 77,800 162,400 6,600 15,100 21,700

Footnotes on last page of table. Continued
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Total citrus production in 2008-09 was down in 

all Florida commercial citrus production areas from 
the 2007-08 season. The Indian River and Southern 
areas were down the most with decreases of 
5.5 million and 5.1 million boxes. The Western area 
decrease of less than 1 million boxes was the 
smallest. 

Production in the top four counties decreased 
by 5.6 percent. Together, they produced over 
50 percent of all citrus. Polk led with 30.3 million 
boxes, Highlands moved into second with 
23.2 million. Hendry dropped to third with 
21.8 million boxes, and DeSoto completed the four 
with 20.6 million boxes. Losses were recorded in 
25 counties with only Alachua, Hardee, Hills-
borough, Marion, and Putnam producing more citrus. 

Leading orange producers were Polk at 
27.2 million boxes, followed by Highlands at 
22.1 million boxes, and Hendry at 20.5 million 
boxes. Desoto came in fourth again this season with 
nearly 20.3 million boxes. The four counties 
combined accounted for over 55 percent of the 
State’s total oranges. Indian River and St. Lucie far 
surpassed all other counties in grapefruit production, 
with more than 14.3 million boxes combined. 
Together, they accounted for almost 2/3 of the 
State’s grapefruit crop. 

The Central area produced 37 percent of the 
State’s tangerines and 33 percent of the tangelos.  
The Southern area produced the second highest 
specialty crop, including 26 percent of the 
tangerines. The Northern area came in third again 
accounting for 17 percent of specialty fruit. 

Estimates of county production are prepared 
from objective survey data used in forecasting citrus 
crop production. The apportionment of final harvest 
to the counties is based on bearing trees, an estimate 
of the average fruit per tree, and the drop and size 
surveys. Sample size used in these surveys and the 
distribution of the sample groves around the State are 
chosen to minimize error in the estimates of 
production and are not to be considered as accurate 
for the counties as at the State or area levels.

FLORIDA CITRUS: Production by counties and types, 2008-2009 

County 
Tangerines 

Tangelos 
Early 1/ Honey All 

 1,000 boxes 

Brevard 23 1 24 17
Charlotte 135 52 187 15

Collier 72 65 137 16
DeSoto 69 66 135 19

Glades 33 46 79 7
Hardee 160 69 229 68

Hendry 93 174 267 81
Hernando 7 2 9 3

Highlands 218 114 332 60
Hillsborough 115 36 151 45

Indian River 71 24 95 65
Lake 352 120 472 147

Lee 48 36 84 3
Manatee 12 21 33 47

Marion 30 1 31 7
Martin 20 14 34 17

Okeechobee 36 16 52 18
Orange 30 17 47 20

Osceola 53 8 61 19
Palm Beach 39 111 150 25

Pasco 38 28 66 7
Polk 812 219 1,031 308

St. Lucie 57 53 110 99
Sarasota 12 2 14 17

Seminole 6 3 9 13
Volusia 4 - 4 4

Other 2/ 5 2 7 3
Total 2,550 1,300 3,850 1,150

Indian River 138 78 216 191
Northern 472 173 645 200
Central 1,073 335 1,408 383
Western 368 194 562 197
Southern 499 520 1,019 179

Total 2,550 1,300 3,850 1,150
1/ Fallglo and Sunburst varieties. 
2/ Alachua, Citrus, Pinellas, and Putnam Counties. 
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BOXES OF FRUIT PER TREE 
 

The Florida Agricultural Statistics Service conducts objective surveys to determine fruit per tree, average sizes, and droppage 
between August and maturity. These data are used to estimate production per tree for each of four types of citrus fruit, as shown in 
the following tables. 

The estimates of production per tree are based on official end-of-season production estimates and the number of bearing trees 
indicated by the Commercial Citrus Inventory. The averages of boxes per tree for age groups shown are calculated from estimates of 
fruit per tree in August, size at maturity, and drop between August and maturity. 

Additionally, the boxes are subdivided by production areas. Estimated boxes by types and age groups are weighted averages of 
the indicated seasons. Small sample sizes in some age/area cells and rounding may contribute to inconsistent averages. 

 
FLORIDA CITRUS:  Estimated boxes of fruit per tree by age groups and 

production areas, 2004-05 through 2008-09 

Fruit type 
by season Area 

Age of trees 
Average 1/ 3 – 5 

years 
6 – 8 
years 

9 – 13 
years 

14 – 23 
years 

24 years
and older 

EARLY, MIDSEASON, AND NAVEL ORANGES:   Boxes per tree 

2004-05 2/ State 1.2 1.7 2.2 2.9 2.8 2.43 
Indian River 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.9 1.0 0.79 
Northern & Central 2.2 1.7 2.3 2.9 3.2 2.63 
Western 1.0 1.2 2.0 2.5 2.8 2.17 
Southern 1.0 2.7 2.5 3.5 3.9 2.89 

2005-06 3/ State 1.8 1.8 2.0 2.8 3.7 2.60 
Indian River 0.7 0.6 0.4 1.4 1.5 1.03 
Northern & Central 4.6 2.6 2.7 3.7 5.7 3.74 
Western 1.3 1.6 2.9 3.6 4.2 3.12 
Southern 0.5 1.5 0.8 1.6 1.4 1.34 

2006-07 4/ State 1.1 1.8 1.8 2.5 3.6 2.36
Indian River 0.2 0.6 0.9 1.5 1.9 1.33 
Northern & Central 0.7 2.2 2.2 2.6 4.9 2.64 
Western 2.1 2.3 2.0 3.0 3.7 2.80 
Southern 0.4 1.2 1.6 2.3 3.1 1.96 

2007-08 4/ State 0.8 1.9 2.5 3.4 4.8 3.11 
Indian River 0.5 2.0 1.3 2.3 2.6 2.05
Northern & Central 0.9 2.2 2.9 4.0 5.9 3.78
Western 0.9 1.9 2.7 3.7 4.5 3.11
Southern 0.5 1.7 2.5 2.8 5.5 2.68

2008-09 4/ State 1.2 1.8 2.9 3.5 4.7 3.21
Indian River 0.3 1.2 1.4 2.5 2.8 2.18
Northern & Central 1.2 1.8 3.7 3.9 6.0 3.83
Western 1.6 2.3 3.0 3.7 4.9 3.40
Southern 0.9 1.4 2.4 2.9 3.6 2.55

Average State 1.23 1.80 2.22 3.02 3.93 2.72
Indian River 0.52 0.98 0.81 1.71 1.92 1.57
Northern & Central 1.94 2.11 2.62 3.40 5.17 3.30
Western 1.38 1.90 2.47 3.30 4.01 2.91
Southern 0.68 1.68 2.02 2.60 3.53 2.29

1/ Average weighted by bearing trees. 
2/ Hurricane Charlie affected production in the Central and Western growing areas. Hurricanes Jeanne and Francis affected production in all areas 

except the Southern area.  
3/ Hurricane Wilma affected production in the Indian River and Southern area. 
4/ Includes Temples beginning in 2006-07. 
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FLORIDA CITRUS:  Estimated boxes of fruit per tree by age groups and 
production areas, 2004-05 through 2008-09 

Fruit type 
by season 

Area 
Age of trees 

Average 1/ 3 – 5 
years 

6 – 8 
years 

9 – 13 
years 

14 – 23 
years 

24 years 
and older 

 Boxes per tree 
LATE (VALENCIA) ORANGES:  

2004-05 2/ State 1.1 1.2 1.7 2.0 2.1 1.74 
Indian River 0.4 0.4 0.6 1.1 0.8 0.78 
Northern & Central 1.8 1.6 1.9 2.5 2.6 2.14 
Western 1.3 1.3 1.8 1.7 2.3 1.68 
Southern 0.8 1.1 1.7 2.2 2.2 1.79 

2005-06 3/ State 0.8 1.8 1.8 2.1 3.0 1.96 
Indian River 0.2 0.3 0.6 1.3 0.9 0.87 
Northern & Central 0.7 2.0 2.6 3.0 4.0 2.72 
Western 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.7 4.5 2.82 
Southern 0.3 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.5 1.32 

2006-07 State 0.6 1.5 1.5 1.9 2.7 1.75
Indian River 0.2 0.4 0.8 1.4 1.9 1.09  
Northern & Central 1.0 1.1 1.7 2.2 3.3 2.01 
Western 0.6 2.2 1.7 1.9 2.7 1.91 
Southern 0.4 1.4 1.6 1.8 2.5 1.68 

2007-08 State 0.7 2.1 2.5 2.5 4.1 2.48 
Indian River 0.7 0.3 1.4 1.7 2.5 1.54 
Northern & Central 0.8 2.6 2.6 2.9 4.8 2.90 
Western 0.9 2.7 3.0 3.1 4.2 3.01
Southern 0.5 1.9 2.3 2.2 3.8 2.16

2008-09 State 0.9 1.8 2.3 2.3 3.4 2.26
Indian River 1.2 0.7 0.9 1.6 1.9 1.39
Northern & Central 0.9 2.0 2.3 2.6 4.2 2.61
Western 1.2 2.0 2.6 2.6 3.5 2.52
Southern 0.6 1.9 2.4 2.1 3.1 2.10

Average State 0.83 1.64 1.91 2.15 3.05 2.03
Indian River 0.36 0.45 0.84 1.41 1.56 1.11
Northern & Central 1.08 1.83 2.19 2.64 3.76 2.47
Western 1.28 2.12 2.32 2.43 3.43 2.38
Southern 0.50 1.47 1.79 1.94 2.55 1.79

1/ Average weighted by bearing trees. 
2/ Hurricane Charlie affected production in the Central and Western growing areas. Hurricanes Jeanne and Francis affected production in all 

areas except the Southern area.  
3/ Hurricane Wilma affected production in the Indian River and Southern area. 



Citrus 2008-09 Summary 6 USDA, NASS, Florida Field Office 

 
FLORIDA CITRUS:  Estimated boxes of fruit per tree by age groups and 

production areas, 2004-05 through 2008-09 

Fruit type 
by season 

Area 
Age of trees 

Average 1/ 3 – 5 
years 

6 – 8 
years 

9 – 13 
years 

14 – 23 
years 

24 years 
and older 

 Boxes per tree 

WHITE GRAPEFRUIT : 
2004-05 2/ State 1.0 0.8 1.1 1.4 1.3 1.25 

Indian River 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.4 0.8 0.61 
Northern & Central 3.7 1.9 3.7 3.7 3.7 3.63 
Western -- -- 2.1 2.2 1.7 1.96 
Southern 2.7 3.3 1.1 4.3 2.2 2.54 

2005-06 3/ State 1.9 2.5 3.0 2.3 3.8 2.94 
Indian River 1.0 1.5 2.5 1.9 2.8 2.20 
Northern & Central 7.9 7.8 9.1 5.7 11.9 8.21 
Western 4.8 -- 3.7 3.6 7.4 5.46 
Southern 1.2 4.8 1.8 1.0 0.9 1.22 

2006-07 State 0.3 2.9 4.0 4.2 5.9 4.47
Indian River 0.3 2.5 4.0 3.9 5.8 4.28 
Northern & Central 0.5 1.9 5.0 5.6 7.0 5.46 
Western -- -- 4.2 1.9 6.1 4.26 
Southern 0.9 6.7 2.5 4.8 5.8 4.74 

2007-08  State 1.6 4.1 3.2 4.5 6.3 4.75 
Indian River 1.5 4.0 2.9 4.2 6.1 4.52
Northern & Central 0.7 3.0 5.7 6.4 7.8 6.31
Western 8.3 -- 1.8 4.8 10.0 7.50
Southern 0.8 5.6 3.7 4.0 4.6 4.05

2008-09  State 1.1 2.3 2.8 3.8 5.1 3.95
Indian River 0.9 2.2 2.1 3.5 4.4 3.51
Northern & Central 1.7 2.7 6.6 5.2 10.0 6.36
Western -- 7.0 5.0 3.8 9.2 6.67
Southern 2.3 1.9 6.3 3.7 3.5 3.57

Average State 1.14 2.14 2.51 3.30 4.22 3.29
Indian River 0.81 1.74 2.20 2.82 3.77 2.85
Northern & Central 2.80 3.65 5.59 5.30 7.86 5.89
Western 6.27 7.00 3.20 3.09 6.53 4.93
Southern 1.49 4.33 1.58 3.61 3.03 3.06

1/ Average weighted by bearing trees. 
2/ Hurricane Charlie affected production in the Central and Western growing areas. Hurricanes Jeanne and Francis affected production in all areas 

except the Southern area.  
3/ Hurricane Wilma affected production in the Indian River and Southern area. 
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FLORIDA CITRUS:  Estimated boxes of fruit per tree by age groups and 

production areas, 2004-05 through 2008-09 

Fruit type 
by season 

Area 
Age of trees 

Average 1/ 3 – 5 
years 

6 – 8 
years 

9 – 13 
years 

14 – 23
years 

24 years 
and older 

 Boxes per tree 
COLORED GRAPEFRUIT: 

2004-05 2/ State 0.8 2.0 2.2 1.9 1.5 1.85 
Indian River 0.9 1.8 0.9 1.0 1.2 1.04 
Northern & Central 0.9 2.3 3.5 3.1 1.9 3.07 
Western 1.1 1.0 0.9 0.9 3.4 1.16 
Southern 0.6 2.5 3.3 7.1 9.1 4.34 

2005-06 3/ State 0.3 1.2 2.9 3.1 3.8 2.96 
Indian River 0.1 1.4 2.4 2.7 3.4 2.62 
Northern & Central 1.6 3.0 7.5 6.9 12.5 7.32 
Western 2.1 1.5 0.8 2.6 2.1 2.03 
Southern 0.2 0.5 1.9 2.1 4.3 1.89 

2006-07 State 1.0 2.7 3.4 4.2 5.9 4.23
Indian River 0.7 3.8 3.2 4.0 5.9 4.23 
Northern & Central 2.7 1.1 4.8 5.9 6.1 5.57 
Western 6.2 1.0 10.2 5.5 8.2 5.93 
Southern 0.1 1.1 2.8 3.7 4.6 3.11 

2007-08  State 1.6 2.9 3.2 4.0 6.3 4.30 
Indian River 1.7 2.3 2.9 3.4 6.1 4.04
Northern & Central 3.1 2.7 8.1 7.3 9.1 7.14
Western 0.5 4.2 2.7 3.1 3.2 3.20
Southern 1.0 4.2 2.5 4.3 12.4 4.10

2008-09 State 1.4 1.3 2.8 3.7 5.2 3.81
Indian River 1.3 0.9 2.9 2.9 5.1 3.48
Northern & Central 2.9 3.2 4.7 6.4 6.6 6.13
Western 4.6 1.9 5.8 5.9 9.2 5.56
Southern 1.1 2.8 1.9 3.9 7.6 3.67

Average State 1.07 2.02 2.64 3.43 4.60 3.36
Indian River 0.97 1.97 2.04 2.76 4.41 3.01
Northern & Central 2.32 2.48 5.11 6.00 7.24 5.72
Western 2.87 2.76 1.76 3.66 5.03 3.39
Southern 0.59 1.89 2.85 4.04 7.18 3.48

1/ Average weighted by bearing trees. 
2/ Hurricane Charlie affected production in the Central and Western growing areas. Hurricanes Jeanne and Francis affected production in all areas 

except the Southern area.  
3/ Hurricane Wilma affected production in the Indian River and Southern area. 
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FLORIDA CITRUS PRICES:  Season average on-tree prices and equivalent returns per box received by 
growers, by varieties and utilization from crop years 2006-07, 2007-08, and 2008-09 1/ 

Fruit type 
by season 

Methods of sale Fruit type 
by season 

Methods of sale 

Fresh Processing All Fresh Processing All
 Dollars per box Dollars per box
ORANGES GRAPEFRUIT 

Navel White 
2006-07 12.30 4.38 10.57 2006-07 9.04 0.76 2.51 
2007-08 8.45 -0.07 6.47 2007-08 9.70 0.41 2.36 
2008-09 8.85 -1.97 6.86 2008-09 7.10 0.10 1.57 

Early-midseason-Temple (excluding Navel) Colored 
2006-07 11.90 8.70 8.80 2006-07 9.61 1.18 5.42 
2007-08 7.65 5.84 5.88 2007-08 10.20 0.81 5.47 
2008-09 4.55 4.64 4.64 2008-09 9.00 0.20 4.83 

Early-midseason-Navel -Temple All Grapefruit 
2006-07 12.10 8.70 8.92 2006-07 9.51 0.99 4.42 
2007-08 8.15 5.79 5.90 2007-08 10.11 0.63 4.42 
2008-09 6.95 4.60 4.72 2008-09 8.72 0.16 3.84 

 TANGERINES 
Valencia   Early 2/ 
2006-07 15.40 11.55 11.69 2006-07 15.50 4.16 12.01
2007-08 7.20 7.30 7.30 2007-08 12.85 -0.20 8.64
2008-09 4.10 6.25 6.18 2008-09 9.35 -2.79 6.29

All Oranges    Honey 
2006-07 13.25 10.12 10.28 2006-07 16.50 7.50 13.27 
2007-08 7.83 6.57 6.61 2007-08 8.65 1.01 5.02 
2008-09 5.88 5.40 5.42 2008-09 13.25 -2.38 8.79 

TANGELOS All Tangerines 
2006-07 11.00 6.80 8.24 2006-07 16.00 5.89 12.64 
2007-08 5.50 1.81 2.87 2007-08 10.85 0.55 6.70 
2008-09 6.10 -1.47 1.85 2008-09 10.65 -2.64 7.15 

1/  2006-07 and 2007-08 revised to reflect final payments in cooperative and participation plans and changes in pick, haul and packing charges.  
2008-09 preliminary price based on cash sales only. 

2/  Fallglo and Sunburst varieties. 

 
FLORIDA BEARING TREES:  Estimated trees of bearing age by age group, 

year set, and type, for the 2008-09 season 

Fruit type Age 1 
2003-05 

Age 2 
2000-02 

Age 3 
1995-99 

Age 4 
1985-94 

Age 5 
1984 

and earlier

Total 
bearing 
trees

  1,000 trees 

Early-midseason-Navel - 
Temple Oranges  2,558 2,784 3,442 13,120 4,476 26,380

Valencia Oranges 2,350 3,278 6,127 18,576 4,043 34,374
White Grapefruit 55 88 164 821 544 1,672
Colored Grapefruit 315 194 214 2,096 1,142 3,961

 


